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About This Catalog 

About This Catalog 

This catalog describes the courses available through Learn Star Academy's Adult High School Diploma 

Program. Every course is delivered 100% online and self-paced through the Learn Stage learning 

platform, with 24/7 access to coursework and on-demand academic support from the BRYTE AI Tutor 

and a dedicated Success Coach. 

Learn Star Academy is built exclusively for adult learners age 18 and older. The catalog is organized to 

mirror the 21.5-credit diploma: core requirements in English, mathematics, science, social studies, and 

health/physical education, followed by a wide range of electives that let you tailor your studies to your 

interests and career goals. 

Course availability and content are reviewed regularly and may be updated to reflect current academic 

standards. Students are generally held to the graduation requirements in effect at the time of 

enrollment. 

At a Glance 

Program: Adult High School Diploma — 21.5 credits minimum 
Format: 100% online, self-paced, asynchronous 
Platform: Learn Stage LMS/SIS with BRYTE AI Tutor 
Enrollment: Open year-round — start any day 
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How Courses & Credits Work 

How Courses & Credits Work 

Learn Star Academy awards credit using the Carnegie credit system, the standard method of measuring 

high school coursework by instructional time and demonstrated mastery. One full credit (1.0) represents 

roughly 120 hours of coursework; a half credit (0.5) represents a single-semester course. 

Earning Credit 

To earn credit for a course, students must demonstrate mastery of the course objectives by meeting all 

of the following minimum standards: 

• A score of 60% or higher on the final exam. 

• A score of 60% or higher on each writing assignment. 

• A final course average of 60% or higher. 

Pacing 

Because the program is self-paced, you control how quickly you move. Adult learners have immediate 

access to final exams upon course completion. Most students complete a full-credit course within a few 

months by investing consistent weekly study time; the entire 21.5-credit diploma can be completed in as 

few as 3 months or up to 18 months, depending on accepted transfer credits and your pace. 

Reading This Catalog 

Each course entry lists its title, credit value, a description of what you will study, and the key outcomes 

you will achieve. Courses marked 1.0 are full-credit; courses marked 0.5 are half-credit (single semester). 
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Diploma Requirements at a Glance 

Diploma Requirements at a Glance 

The Adult High School Diploma requires a minimum of 21.5 credits distributed across the subject areas 

below. A minimum of 6.0 credits must be earned directly through Learn Star Academy regardless of 

transfer credits accepted. 

 

Subject Area Credits Required 

English Language Arts 4.0 

Mathematics 3.0 

Science 3.0 

Social Studies 3.5 

Health & Physical Education 1.0 

Fine Arts 1.0 

Electives 6.0 

TOTAL 21.5 Credits 

 
Fine Arts and elective requirements may be satisfied by courses listed in the Electives sections of this 

catalog (for example, Introduction to Cryptocurrency, Biotechnology, Introduction to Computer 

Applications, Business, Agriscience, and many others). Your Success Coach will help you build a course 

plan that meets all requirements and aligns with your goals. 
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English Language Arts — 4.0 Credits 

English Language Arts 

The English Language Arts sequence builds reading, writing, analysis, and communication skills through 

the study of fiction, nonfiction, drama, poetry, and multimedia texts. Students progress from 

foundational literary analysis to advanced rhetoric, American and British literature, and college- and 

career-ready writing. 

English I   1.0 Credit 

An introduction to literary analysis across genres — fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry. Students examine 

character development, theme, figurative language, and rhetorical technique while practicing narrative, 

informative, and argumentative writing supported by textual evidence. Foundational works are paired with 

contemporary and multimedia texts to build connections across time and culture. 

Key outcomes: 

• Analyze and interpret texts across multiple genres. 

• Identify literary and rhetorical devices in context. 

• Write narrative, informative, and argumentative essays with evidence. 

• Communicate ideas clearly in discussion and presentation. 

 

English II   1.0 Credit 

A continuation of literary study with deeper attention to argument, structure, and craft. Students analyze 

how authors develop theme and perspective across world literature and informational texts, strengthen 

research and citation skills, and refine multi-paragraph essays. 

Key outcomes: 

• Evaluate how structure and word choice shape meaning. 

• Conduct research and cite sources responsibly. 

• Develop organized, evidence-based arguments. 

 

English III — American Literature   1.0 Credit 

A survey of American literature from its early foundations to the modern era. Students trace how historical 

and cultural forces shaped American voices, analyze major movements and authors, and produce analytical 

and rhetorical writing in preparation for college- and career-level communication. 

Key outcomes: 

• Trace the development of American literary movements. 

• Analyze rhetoric in foundational American texts. 

• Write sustained literary analysis with evidence. 
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English IV — British Literature   1.0 Credit 

A survey of British literature from its earliest works through the contemporary period. Students study 

landmark authors and movements, examine how language and society evolved together, and complete 

advanced analytical, research, and reflective writing. 

Key outcomes: 

• Analyze major works and periods of British literature. 

• Connect texts to their historical and cultural context. 

• Produce polished analytical and research writing. 

 

Public Speaking   0.5 Credit 

A practical introduction to preparing and delivering effective spoken communication. Students learn to 

organize ideas, adapt to an audience, use evidence persuasively, and manage delivery and anxiety — skills 

that transfer directly to the workplace and community life. 

Key outcomes: 

• Plan and organize clear, purposeful presentations. 

• Adapt content and delivery to an audience. 

• Deliver informative and persuasive presentations with confidence. 
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Mathematics — 3.0 Credits 

Mathematics 

The mathematics offerings range from practical, real-world applications to the college-preparatory 

sequence of algebra, geometry, and beyond. Adult learners can choose a path that fits their goals — 

whether building everyday financial fluency or preparing for further study. 

Integrated Algebra (Pre-Algebra)   1.0 Credit 

A foundation course that reviews and strengthens the arithmetic and pre-algebra skills needed for success in 

high school mathematics, including operations with integers and fractions, ratios, percentages, expressions, 

and introductory equations. 

Key outcomes: 

• Perform operations with integers, fractions, and decimals. 

• Work with ratios, proportions, and percentages. 

• Solve and graph simple linear equations. 

 

Algebra I   1.0 Credit 

A core course covering linear and quadratic relationships, expressions, functions, systems of equations, 

exponents, and polynomials. Students develop the symbolic reasoning and problem-solving skills 

foundational to all later mathematics. 

Key outcomes: 

• Solve linear and quadratic equations. 

• Interpret and graph functions. 

• Model real situations with algebraic expressions. 

 

Geometry   1.0 Credit 

A study of plane and solid geometry emphasizing logical reasoning and proof. Students explore points, lines, 

angles, congruence, similarity, area, volume, the Pythagorean theorem, and coordinate geometry. 

Key outcomes: 

• Apply geometric definitions, postulates, and theorems. 

• Construct and analyze logical proofs. 

• Calculate area, surface area, and volume. 

 

Algebra II   1.0 Credit 

An extension of algebraic concepts to advanced functions, including polynomial, rational, exponential, 

logarithmic, and radical relationships, as well as sequences, probability, and an introduction to trigonometry. 

Key outcomes: 

• Analyze advanced function families. 

• Solve complex equations and systems. 



LEARN STAR ACADEMY Course Catalog 2026–27 

Learn Star Academy  |  learnstar.com  |  A School of Excel Education Systems, Inc. 9 

• Apply algebraic models to real-world problems. 

 

Pre-Calculus   1.0 Credit 

A bridge to calculus covering advanced functions, analytic trigonometry, vectors, sequences and series, and 

the foundations of limits. Recommended for students preparing for STEM study. 

Key outcomes: 

• Analyze polynomial, trigonometric, and exponential functions. 

• Apply trigonometric identities and relationships. 

• Prepare for the study of calculus. 

 

Consumer Math   1.0 Credit 

A practical course applying mathematics to everyday financial life — budgeting, banking, credit, taxes, loans, 

insurance, and purchasing decisions. Especially valuable for adult learners managing real-world finances. 

Key outcomes: 

• Build and manage personal and household budgets. 

• Calculate interest, taxes, and loan costs. 

• Make informed financial and purchasing decisions. 

 

Math Models & Applications   1.0 Credit 

A course connecting mathematical concepts to real-world problem solving across personal finance, science, 

art, and social science contexts, emphasizing modeling, estimation, and data interpretation. 

Key outcomes: 

• Build mathematical models of real situations. 

• Interpret data and make predictions. 

• Apply mathematics across disciplines. 
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Science — 3.0 Credits 

Science 

The science curriculum builds scientific literacy through inquiry-based study of life, physical, and earth 

sciences. Courses emphasize the scientific method, data analysis, and the real-world relevance of 

scientific thinking. 

Biology   1.0 Credit 

The study of living systems — cell structure and function, genetics and heredity, evolution, ecology, and the 

interdependence of organisms and their environments. Inquiry activities connect biological concepts to 

everyday life and current issues. 

Key outcomes: 

• Explain cell structure, function, and processes. 

• Describe genetics, heredity, and evolution. 

• Analyze ecological relationships and human impact. 

 

Chemistry   1.0 Credit 

An introduction to matter and its transformations — atomic structure, the periodic table, chemical bonding, 

reactions, stoichiometry, states of matter, and solutions. Emphasis on quantitative reasoning and laboratory 

thinking. 

Key outcomes: 

• Describe atomic structure and periodic trends. 

• Predict and balance chemical reactions. 

• Apply quantitative reasoning to chemical problems. 

 

Physics   1.0 Credit 

A survey of the fundamental principles governing motion, force, energy, waves, electricity, and magnetism, 

with an emphasis on conceptual understanding and mathematical problem solving. 

Key outcomes: 

• Apply the laws of motion and energy. 

• Analyze waves, sound, and light. 

• Solve problems involving electricity and magnetism. 

 

Physical Science   1.0 Credit 

An integrated introduction to chemistry and physics concepts for students building science foundations, 

covering matter, energy, motion, forces, and the structure of the physical world. 

Key outcomes: 

• Describe the structure and properties of matter. 

• Explain energy, motion, and forces. 
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• Apply the scientific method to investigations. 

 

Environmental Science   1.0 Credit 

An interdisciplinary study of ecosystems, natural resources, human impact, sustainability, and environmental 

policy, connecting scientific principles to real-world stewardship and decision-making. 

Key outcomes: 

• Analyze ecosystems and resource cycles. 

• Evaluate human impact on the environment. 

• Assess strategies for sustainability. 

 

Social Studies — 3.5 Credits 

Social Studies 

The social studies sequence develops historical understanding, civic literacy, and economic reasoning. 

Students examine the people, events, systems, and ideas that have shaped the United States and the 

world. 

U.S. History   1.0 Credit 

A survey of United States history from its founding through the modern era, examining political, social, 

economic, and cultural developments and the forces that shaped the nation. 

Key outcomes: 

• Trace major events and turning points in U.S. history. 

• Analyze primary and secondary sources. 

• Connect historical developments to the present. 

 

World History   1.0 Credit 

A survey of major civilizations, movements, and global events from the ancient world to the present, 

emphasizing connections among cultures and the development of modern societies. 

Key outcomes: 

• Compare major world civilizations and eras. 

• Analyze causes and effects of global events. 

• Evaluate historical sources and perspectives. 

 

U.S. Government   0.5 Credit 

A study of the principles, structures, and functions of American government — the Constitution, federalism, 

the branches of government, civil liberties, and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 

Key outcomes: 

• Explain the structure and powers of U.S. government. 
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• Analyze constitutional principles and rights. 

• Describe how citizens participate in civic life. 

 

Economics   0.5 Credit 

An introduction to economic principles at the personal, national, and global levels — supply and demand, 

markets, money and banking, and the basics of personal financial decision-making. 

Key outcomes: 

• Explain supply, demand, and market function. 

• Describe money, banking, and economic systems. 

• Apply economic reasoning to personal decisions. 

 

Psychology   0.5 Credit 

An introduction to the science of mind and behavior, covering learning, memory, development, personality, 

motivation, and mental health, with connections to everyday life. 

Key outcomes: 

• Describe major theories of behavior and mind. 

• Explain learning, memory, and development. 

• Apply psychological concepts to real situations. 

 

Sociology   0.5 Credit 

An exploration of human social behavior, groups, institutions, culture, and social change, helping students 

understand the structures that shape communities and societies. 

Key outcomes: 

• Analyze social groups, institutions, and culture. 

• Examine socialization and social change. 

• Apply sociological perspectives to current issues. 
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Health & Physical Education — 1.0 Credit 

Health & Physical Education 

Health & Fitness   1.0 Credit 

A comprehensive course covering personal health, nutrition, fitness, mental and emotional well-being, 

disease prevention, and the principles of a healthy, active lifestyle — with practical strategies adults can 

apply immediately. 

Key outcomes: 

• Apply principles of nutrition and physical fitness. 

• Describe strategies for mental and emotional wellness. 

• Make informed decisions about personal health. 

 

Sports Science   0.5 Credit 

An applied study of the science behind human movement and athletic performance, including anatomy, 

biomechanics, nutrition, and training principles. 

Key outcomes: 

• Describe body systems involved in movement. 

• Explain principles of training and conditioning. 

• Connect nutrition and recovery to performance. 

 

Sports Medicine   0.5 Credit 

An introduction to the prevention, evaluation, and care of activity-related injuries, covering anatomy, 

common injuries, first aid, and rehabilitation principles. 

Key outcomes: 

• Identify common activity-related injuries. 

• Describe injury prevention and care. 

• Explain basic rehabilitation principles. 
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Electives — Business 

Electives — Business 

Business electives build practical, career-relevant skills in management, finance, accounting, and 

marketing — ideal for adult learners advancing in the workplace or exploring entrepreneurship. 

Introduction to Business   0.5 Credit 

An overview of how businesses operate — ownership structures, management, marketing, finance, and the 

role of business in the economy. 

Business Management   0.5 Credit 

An introduction to the principles of managing people and organizations, including leadership, planning, 

organizational structure, and decision-making. 

Marketing   0.5 Credit 

An exploration of how products and services are developed, promoted, priced, and sold, including branding, 

advertising, and consumer behavior. 

Finance   0.5 Credit 

A practical introduction to financial concepts — personal and business finance, investing, credit, and financial 

planning. 

Introduction to Accounting   0.5 Credit 

The fundamentals of accounting, including the accounting cycle, recording transactions, financial statements, 

and basic bookkeeping practices. 

 

Electives — Technology & STEM 

Electives — Technology & STEM 

Technology and STEM electives develop digital fluency and introduce the engineering disciplines, coding, 

and applied science fields that drive today's economy. 

Introduction to Computer Applications   0.5 Credit 

Practical instruction in the everyday technology and productivity software used at home and in the 

workplace, including word processing, spreadsheets, and presentations. 

Introduction to Coding   0.5 Credit 

A beginner-friendly introduction to programming concepts — logic, structure, and problem-solving — using 

accessible tools and languages. 
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Introduction to Tech Science   0.5 Credit 

A survey of the science and technology shaping modern life, building foundational literacy for further STEM 

study. 

Computer Engineering   0.5 Credit 

An introduction to the principles of computer hardware and systems, exploring how computing devices are 

designed and how they work. 

Electrical Engineering   0.5 Credit 

An introductory survey of electrical engineering concepts, including circuits, electricity, and the fundamentals 

of electrical systems. 

Mechanical Engineering   0.5 Credit 

An introduction to mechanical engineering principles — forces, machines, materials, and design thinking. 

Chemical Engineering   0.5 Credit 

An introductory exploration of how chemistry is applied to design processes and products at scale. 

Biotechnology   0.5 Credit 

An introduction to the science and applications of biotechnology, including genetics, bioethics, and real-

world uses in medicine, agriculture, and industry. 

 

Electives — General & Career 

Electives — General & Career 

These electives broaden perspective, satisfy Fine Arts requirements, and build life and career readiness. 

Fine Arts requirements may be met with Music Appreciation, History of Jazz Music, or Digital 

Photography. 

Music Appreciation   0.5 Credit 

An exploration of music across styles, cultures, and eras, developing listening skills and an understanding of 

music's role in society. Satisfies Fine Arts. 

History of Jazz Music   0.5 Credit 

A study of the origins, evolution, and cultural impact of jazz, from its roots to its modern forms. Satisfies Fine 

Arts. 

Digital Photography   0.5 Credit 

An introduction to the art and technique of digital photography, including composition, lighting, and editing. 

Satisfies Fine Arts. 

Life Skills   0.5 Credit 

A practical course covering the skills adults need to thrive — personal finance, time management, 

communication, goal setting, and decision-making. 
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Astronomy   0.5 Credit 

An exploration of the universe — the solar system, stars, galaxies, and the tools and discoveries of modern 

astronomy. 

Forensic Science   0.5 Credit 

An applied science elective examining how scientific methods are used to analyze evidence, covering 

observation, analysis, and the basics of investigation. 

 

Electives — World Languages 

Electives — World Languages 

World language courses build communication skills and cultural understanding. Each language is offered 

in a two-course sequence. 

Spanish I   1.0 Credit 

An introduction to Spanish vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and culture, building the ability to 

communicate in everyday situations. 

Spanish II   1.0 Credit 

A continuation of Spanish study, expanding vocabulary, grammar, and conversational ability while deepening 

cultural understanding. 

French I   1.0 Credit 

An introduction to French vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and culture, building foundational 

communication skills. 

French II   1.0 Credit 

A continuation of French study, expanding vocabulary, grammar, and conversational fluency while deepening 

cultural understanding. 

 

Credit Transfer & GED/HiSET 

Credit Transfer & GED/HiSET 

Transfer Credit 

Learn Star Academy accepts transfer credit from accredited institutions, allowing many adult learners to 

graduate faster. Students may transfer up to 75% of the credits required for graduation; a minimum of 

6.0 credits must be earned directly through Learn Star Academy. Official transcripts must be sent 

directly from the issuing institution to the Registrar's Office — transcripts submitted by the student 

cannot be accepted. Homeschool credits are not accepted for adult students. 
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GED & HiSET Credit 

Learn Star Academy awards up to 5.0 credits for passing sections of the GED or HiSET exam: 2.0 English 

credits for the Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA) section, and 1.0 credit each for the Math, 

Science, and Social Studies sections. These are recorded as ungraded transfer credits and do not affect 

GPA. Official score reports must be sent directly from the testing agency to the Registrar's Office. 

Plan Your Path 

Your Success Coach will review your prior credits and build a personalized course plan that meets 
every diploma requirement in the most efficient way for your goals. 
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How to Enroll 

How to Enroll 

Enrolling is fast, secure, and 100% online. Learn Star Academy uses open, year-round enrollment — you 

can start any day. 

1. Complete the online application at learnstar.com. 

2. Review and sign the enrollment agreement. 

3. Submit transcripts if you are requesting transfer credit. 

4. Activate your subscription and begin learning. 

 

Contact 

Learn Star Academy — A School of Excel Education Systems, Inc. 
601 Carlson Parkway, Suite 1250, Minnetonka, MN 55305 
learnstar.com  |  support@learnstar.com  |  800-620-3844 

LEARNSTAR ACADEMY 
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